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By RUFU DRAKE 

Editor's Note: 
~ufu Drake ha r ported on the UFO scene to 

national publication for 10 years. A pilot and Air 
Force veteran, at eas in the Washington 
bureaucracy, Orake et out to follow up the 
r f r nee in our fir t i ue to Air Force flight tests of 
a captur ~ flying aucer. Here, he unfolds the story 
behind this long-standing rumor. 

I the rumor truel Or isn't it? Much in ·this 
thought-pro oking account is based on speculation 
and h pothesis. The views expressed are those of the 
writer. We encourage comment and criticism. 

I wa within 500 yards of the guarded warehouse at 
ell! Air Force Base when a guard stopped me. He 

was in battle gear and his M-16 rifle was persuasive. 
After some discussion, the guard agreed that I had a 
" right" to be on the base but explained that I must 
have taken a wrong turn, since the Armed Forces 
Day open hou.se was being held several miles away. I 
was in a restricted area , he said, and would have to 
turn around. Sad ly, I peered over his shoulder at the 
fenced-in, unmarked, low-slung building, knowing 
this was as close as I would ever get to it. 

When the editor s of Ideal 's UFO Magazine asked 
me to check into reports that the Air Force had test­
flown a captured saucer, neither they nor I expected 
to get an actual gl impse at it. We had heard that the 
alien space ship had been recovered and tested 
almost a quarter century ago, but did not even know 
if it was still in existence. After months of prowling in 
the Pentagon and at the Nellis base adjacent to las 
Vegas, I became convinced that the saucer is still be­
ing stored in that warehouse. Some day, perhaps, the 
Air Force will open the doors of tha_t plain, drab 
building and reveal to the world one of the best-kept 
secrets of all time. 

Until then, many of the people who contributed to 
the story which follows must remain unnamed. Gaps 
in the story must be left vacant. And the reader will 
have to judge for himself how much weight to put 
on each detai l. The editors present this account with 
the underst.1nding that much of it is based upon 
rumor and hearsay, and that none of it can be 
"proven" under generally accepted rules of 
evidence, for obvious reasons. 

With those limits stated clearly "up front," here 
are the main conclulion1 I reached in ,everal-months • 
of research, after more than 100 interviews with per-
som having in1ide knowledge: • 

' . 
~ During _the big "UFO flap" of 1952, the largest 

this cou ntry has seen, the Air Force captured a 
saucer, rebuilt it using earthly technology, and later 

, test-flew it severa l times. For reasons unknown, the 
tests were halted and the saucer placed in storage 
until 1974, when the craft was again rebuilt and 
flown . 

• To divert attention from this project, and to 
provide an " explanation" for a saucer winging over 
its test base, the Air Force ordered and built a man­
made saucer aircraft, the Avro VZ-9, even though 
Army experts warned that the VZ-9 was a waste of 
money. 

• When it publicly abandoned UFO research in 
1969, the Air Force also dismantled a top-secret corps 
of scientists and technicians who were working fran­
tically to contact aliens from space. This was done, 
but a modest, under-budgeted clandestine effort 
was continued, long after the Air Force had physical 
evidence that alien ships were operating in our skies. 

It all began that summer of 1952, wh ile-radar 
operators at Washington National Airport tracked 
UFOs in waves. F-94 jets scrambled against them, and 
saucer sightings filled tbe nation~s headlines. Lt. Col. .., L 1 
William " Bull" Anderson is one of the few airmen /✓.--c/Ztj~.p.,ut 
who would permit the use of his name in this ac- • ~, 
count. Now retired, Anderson was flying an F-94 
from Andrews AFB, Maryland, when his ground con­
troller diverted him with an SOS message reporting a 
crash in the Virginia tidewater region. One of several 
pilots asked to check the crash report, he arrived on 
the scene high above a strange wreck in a remote 
swamp. 

"I circled overhead at 1,000 feet and 'looked down 
at a sau~er-shaped craft which had burrowed into a 
mud flat and partially disintegrated, after knocking 
ov~r _several trees on its way in. There were signs of 
actIvIty around the wreck, impressions in the mud, 
an~ appar~nt scorch marks. Yet according to the 
radio traffic, rescue teams had not arr-ived vet. I was 
told that the area was being sealed off and 'that teams 
were en route by helicopter. low on fuel, I was also 
told chat they didn't need my help, after all." 

A quarter century later, Anderson could not -~ 
remember the exact location or the name of the ~,.,,;/ 
nearest town. Another· Air Force officer.recalls a 
flurry of activity at Andrews AFB: messages being 
passed, security_ guards being alerted, and 
helicopters coming and going. Apparently, chopper 

, cr-ews retrieved the saucer. oAly to find that its crew 
had already been pull~d out, by an identical saucer ,,... 7'~ p 
seen on radar at the crash site before aircraft arrived. .,k. 
A source who cannot be named claims that ~ - wAJ Ah 

~elicop~rs brought the saucer to a guarded hangar 
at Andrews and that ground crews scoured the crash 
site for days-afterward; recov~ring debris and detec-

. ringaslgns of radioactivity. • : 
/continu1d on pa1124 · • 
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Rumors were rife, during this period, that a saucer 
had been c.aptured. A secretary then assigned to the 
Air force 's Aeronautical Chart and Information Ser­
vice, in Room 1 E 394 in the Pentagon, confirms that 
there was a "rush order" to develop film, wh ich had 
to be filled by an employee having the highest 
security clearance._fl_lblished reports confirm that 
President Truman ordered top-secret military 
briefings of the two presidential c.andidates, Adlai 
Stevenson and Dwight Eisenhower. At the Nellis test 
base in Nevada, a team of Air Technical Intelligence . 
Center (ATIC) personnel was hastily thrown together 
to receive a new piece of equipment. 

Aviation writer Jerome B. Candless was covering 
the Washington scene then, and remembers seeing 
through the Air force's cover story. " A Polish pilot, 
franciszek Jarecki, had escaped and landed on the 
Danish island of Bornholm in a MIG-15 jet fighter. 
Our boys were fighting MIGs in Korea then, and the 
first MIG ever ~en in the West was considered a 'big 
catch.' When a hush-hush team of 200 people was 
thrown ogether at tfie Neva'da base; the casinos in 
Las Vegas were buzzing with the story that they were 
goinglo test Jarecki's plane. The only trouble. was, 
for political reasons the Danes quietly returned the 
MIG to Pola'nd, and reporters found out about it." 

A member of the ATIC team at Nellis, assured of 
anonymity, gave me this description of what the 
"Polish MIG" looked like when it arrived from the 
East Coast-in'.Aprill953~. • . • 
.... -,,,twas a perfect saucer, 30.3 feet in diameter, with 
thickness ranging frorri one foot around Its cir­
rumference to nine feet at its .center. It had a r~ised 
cockpit similarto1hat of a,.fighter plane and an 
enclosed area beneath, five by five by.seven feet. Its 
propulsion system had been totally destroyed and • 
most of the lnstrumentation 'and wiring~ although in­
volving'familiarmaterials, was almost incomprehen.:· 
sible. No one ever seriously believed this was an in- . 
ters_tel\~r sta~. s~ip._ The fe,~ling was,,it was.~ small C!':~ft 
designed to operate from a mother ship in orbit • 
aro_und the'Earth. Judging from Its dimensions, and 
from the battered wrec;kage of.acceleration couches, 
it was designed to c.arry two crew members, a·p-- • 

• • \ ' ' , •,I• • , • • ' • 
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parently with human-like limbs but considerab ly 
smaller than human beings. It took months of work 
to redes ign the thing so a human pilot cou ld fit in to 
it." 

This is as good a point as any to emphasize that the 
Air Force denies that the space saucer ever existed . 
"We have no record of any such thing," says Major 
Thomas Biggs, an information officer at Nellis. _ 

In the Pentagon, I had come across a-reference to 1 

"34920 A.C.," supposedly the file number of a photo 
of a "UFO in flight/' bearing the penciled notation 
"space saucer at Nellis." A friend in Dayton, 
Ohio-once headquarters of A TIC-had come 
across a Form 31F, "Record of Destruction of 
Classified Material," marked "Nellis Saucer, 1953-
55." I was told the photo had been destroyed in a 
routine weeding-out of files. Biggs may be right. 
There may not be any records. And the evidence 
presented here is, of necessity, circumstantial. 

But the previously-quoted ATIC man adds: 
"There was exhaustive debate at Nellis over 

whether the thing could be'flown: Metallurgy _e.x­
perts understood the composition ohlie machine, 
and actualiy identified new alloys th~t we)had under 
development. But nobody could. figure o~t what 
held it 'up.' Someone remembered that the only­
time the saucer shape·.had been tried on man- made 
aircraft, the Navy's Vought V-173 and XF SU-1 ex- · 
perimental fighters of _world ,War II, it had been a 
complete failure. Since _there was no 'airfoil' built 
into the saucer shape, it was assumed that it did not 
operate_ on the principle of 'lift' but, rather, was 
moved solely by_its propulsiori .. source. l_ronically, this 
is·the principle'i:.1sed in.air-cushion vehicles, which 
we developed many_years later." . _. • __ 

Preparat_ions·wer~ ·appar~ntly underway.at this 
point to retrofit_ t~e space s~':'~i ~it~, twc;, ~ .right J65 
Jet E:ngines.and·attemp\~o .fly _1_t, u~ing)t;tJ~ru_s, only . . 
While the craft was rebuilt at Netlis,'the Air Force was 
busy in other areas. Arrangements had to be made to· 
cope with the ali~ns whose e~lst~nce_'~as now~oon.:. 
firmed. And a "diversion" had to be created to draw 
anen!ion ~way trol"!' the).~~·at ~em~'. • . . . .. . 
. Wtia~ was the ~Ir Force -~fi1,~t~~r.i_n_g ~~I~ ~r,iodl 
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The UFO community has long been rife with rumors 
that " contact teams" were being established to han­
dle what migh t be the most important event in all 
hi tory, the first face-to-face encounter between 
humans ,md extraterrestrial in telligence. Each team 
reportedly consisted of an officer who'd graduated 
from the Foreign Affairs Training seminar at Fort 
Bragg, orth Carolina, a doctor, a psychologist, a 
languages pecialist from the Defense language 
Institute at M onterey, California, and several 
paramedics. According to the rumors, these teams 
were " alerted" for contact with landed saucers 
several times but never actually encountered aliens. 

If the "contact teams" ever ex isted, all records on 
them must have been destroyed . Even a request fi led 
under the Freedom of Information Act fa iled to yield 
any proof that the teams ever existed. Years la!er, 
however, I received a letter from MSGT Parks W. 
Finley, who recalled a fl urry of activ ity at Thule AFB, 
Greenland,in January 1955 : 

" Guys in the radar outfit were telling me that a 
UFO had been sighted and had apparently landed 
on an ice cap 40 miles away. The base was sealed off 
and placed on alert. A high-ranking general'arri ved 
in an executive jet from the Pentagon and was 
followed by several teams aboard C-124 transports. 
The teams were billeted in heavily-guarded quarters 
and prohibited from fraternizing with the rest of the 
men on the base. The rumor was, th is special group 
was going to be taken by helicopter out to the ice 
cap where they coul d contact the crew of the UFO. I 
later heard that they f lew ou t there, bu t found 
nothing." 

Another military source, a Pentagon insider who 
asks not to be named, told me in an interview : 

"Throughout my ca reer, I heard reports of a Top 
Secret operation aimed at handling the first meeting 
between humans and space travelers. On one occa­
sion, I met a lieutenant colonel who told me that he 
had been in an outfi t assembled and trained for this 
pu rpose, and that it was in existence from 1952 to 
1%9." 

It's significant tha t 1952 is the.year of the rumored 
saucer capture and 1969 the year the Air Force 
publicly stepped out of the UFO picture. If, indeed, 
the Air Force abandoned its interest in UFOs in 1%9, 
what abou! rumors that the captured saucer was test­
flown during 1953-55, stored for a long period, then 
test-flown again in 1974? 

What, too, of rumors that a"secrei Air force study 
of UFOs is continuing- even if the "contact teams" 

and test-flight program have been abandoned? 
NBC reporter Ralph Blum, co-author of Beyond 

Earth : Man 's Contact with UFOs (New York : Bantam, 
1974) has postulated the existence of " Room-39," the 
supersecret' location, presumably in the Pentagon, 
where saucer. data is processed and UFO pol icy is 
determined. Blum suggests that Brigadier General 
Edward Giller, a top nuclear expert with high securi­
ty clearances, was unable to gain entry to " Room 39" 
because he could not demonstrate a "need to 
know" what went on inside. 

Other UFO researchers have come across 
evidence of a secret Air Force project, reported ly 
continuing on a modest budget since the publ icly­
announced 1969 d ivorce from UFO affai rs. In 1972, 
write r Otio Binder came upon evidence that the Air 
Force has a " warehouse" of retrieved parts and 
debris from saucers, although he apparen tly learned 
nothing about actual flight tests of a captured saucer. 

Was Binder aware of the same bu ild ing I 
"discovered" ? 

My own investigation produced numerous 
reports-but no fi rm evidence-that the captured 
saucer, after being fi tted with man-made J65 
engines, was test-flown at Nellis between 1953 and 
1955. O ne source told me that the tests produced lit­
tle of practical va lue. Experts apparently had not 
mastered the aerodynamic principles of the saucer 
shape and only tests of brief duration, at low altitude, 
could be accomplished. Most of the alien 
technology had been lost in the original crash . 

Did the Air Force consciously embark on a " diver­
sion" to draw public attention from these tests? -

Man-made saucer aircraft had been under con­
sideration for years, but the saucer shape had­
repeatedly proven impractical. Apart from the un­
successful Vought designs of World War II, the 
public record confirms that wind-tunnel tests were 
carried out in 1952-53 at the Navy's David E. Taylor 
Model Basin, Potomac, Maryland. They produced 
disappointing results. James·Williams, a technician 
who participated in those tests, told me that "'no 
special utility" to the saucer shape could be found. 
/continued on pag~ 26 
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He added , " Other aircraft designs loo ked mo re 
promisi ng ... " 

Colonel Robert Gammon, a historical expert o n 
Army aircraft, says he has always wondered why a 
"joint" Army-Air Force project was e mbarked upon 
in the mid-'SOs to develop a new, man-made saucer 
airplane. " either service had a pressing need," 
Gammon says. "In the aftermath of the Korean War, 
purse-strings were tight and funds we re urgent ly 
needed for more practical aircraft. The Avro VZ-9 
man-made saucer was an interesting idea, but there 
was no clear requirement for it." 

Or was .there? 
Was the Avro VZ-9, serial number 58-7055, also 

known as " Weapon System 606A" and shown in a 
previously unpublished photo on the co ver, intend­
ed as a "smokescreen" to shift attention away from 
the real saucer-the alien space ship? 

If there was any other purpose behi~d th~ VZ-9'. it 
has become obscured by questions this proJect rais­
ed from the starL Why the " weapon system" 
designation, when the craft was never designed to 
be armed? Why, at a time when the U.S. aerospace 
industry led the world, did Army and Air force • 
purchasers go to a Canadian firm, A.V. Roe ~td . 
(Avro) in Toronto? Why was the VZ-9 extensively 
publicized when fi rst annou11ced in 1955 (while the 
real saucer was alleged ly being flown) and yet not 
publicized when it fi nally made its first test flight on 
December 5, 19597 Why .was the test program halted 
after a few, unsatisfacto ry tests? 

Did the Air Force need the VZ-9 only Jong enough 
to cover up its testing of an a1ien space ship, then . 
lose interest when those tests ended in 1955? . 

Any reader Intrigued by th is man• made sidelight to 
the alien UFO story can see the VZ-9 at the U.S. Army 
Transportation Museum at Fort Eustls,1Vlrglnia, near 
Norfolk. I saw it there last December. It sits on a •. 
pole, out of doors, a q ui rk of history now left at the 
mercy of the e lements. tu three Continental J69 tur­
bojet enginesliave long since been removed and Its 
claimed (in 1955) top speed of 300 m.p_. h. and range 
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of 1,000 miles were never attained . It hardly flew at 
all, and , says one expert, "when it did fly it wobbled 
like a sideways yo-yo ... " 

It 's possible, just possible, that it achieved its pur­
pose. A fledgling aviation writer in 1955, I rec~II that 
whenever a journalist raised the subject of flying 
saucers with the Air Force, he was immediately told 
about the VZ-9. 

But ·not about any secret UFO investigation . Not 
about Room 39, contact teams, or the testing of a 
captured alien space ship at Nellis. . 

Not much can be deduced about the tests of the 
captured saucer at Nellis during 1953-55, although it 
seems apparent that little was learned from them 
about alien technology. Again, the captured ship was 
apparently intended to operate only from high Earth 
orbit, not across the reaches of deep space. Still, . 
some UFO researchers believe that the captured ship 
may have contributed to.the U.S. ability to "come 
from behind;" at the time of Sputnik .1, and overtake 
a formidable Soviet lead in ·spat:e exploration. 

Who flew the captured saucer? Several well­
known pilots have been suggested, among them 
George E. Kimball, who had·earlier been the second 
man to fly faster than sound, lven C. Kincheloe, a 
Korean War air ace, and Daniel ·(Ctiapple~ -james, a 
leading black aviator. Kincheloe and I corres­
ponded in the 1950s, and there was an uncharacter-

_ lstlc six-month "gap" at one point which hardly 
proves anything, although he was at Nellis at the . 
time. Recently in Greenwich, Connecticut, I inter-
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viewed retired Brigadier General Kimball. Working 
on another subject at the time, I reminded him that 
we 'd exchanged letters in 1955 and had met in 1969. 
After discussing his role in rocket research, I tagged 
on a question' as an afterthought: Had he heard of a 
captured saucer and had he flown it? "That's one I 
don't have in ·my logbook," Kimball said, somewhat 
enigmatically. 

A strong possibility exists that the pilots who flew 
the alien saucer were not well-known at all, and 
deliberately stayed out of pu~lic view. "The whole 
thing was very low ... key," says one source. 

In an article in an earlier issue of this magazine, the 
story was told of a reputable aviation photographer 
who accidentally gained entry to the Nellis t'est zone 
and took pictures of the captured saucer in 1974, 
only to have his film confiscated. I re-interviewed 
this authority, and found his story persuasive, al­
though-agai n-he could provide no solid evi­
dence. The ATIC expert quoted earlier also claimed 
that tests were resumed for a brief period in 1974. 

Why? 
"It could be just one of those arbitrary things that 

happens in the government. You know, so mebody 
pushes hard to have his way and eventually 
succeeds. Or maybe by installing newer je t engines, 
they felt they could learn more abo ut its perfor­
mance." 

Another possibility is that by 1974, tests could assist 
the advancing state of techno lo gy in air-cushion 
vehicles. 

It could also be that the Air Force learned some­
thing new about aliens fro m space---<3till un- • 
disclosed-and decided that furthe r tests would be 
worthwhile. 

The 1974 tests were also reported in a tabloid 
newspaper which quoted a pilot, using a ficticious . 
name, as saying that he had flown the alien craft. The 
tabloid apparently located several veterans with first- -
hand knowledge but, as in my own efforts, could 
find none willing to be quoted by name. An • • 
employee of that newspape r told me his staff was 
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convinced the story was true, and regretted not hav-
ing further details . • 

It's the absence of those details which is so 
frustrating . What was learned from the tests? How 
many peo ple knew of them? Wit~ eviden~e of an • 
alien presence in its hands, why did the Air ~orce . 
aband o n public investigation of UFOs and cllt bac_k 
sharply on its secret efforts? What have leaders of 
our present-day U.S. government been to ld of the 
tests? What of presidential candidate Jimmy Carter's 
pledge to release "every scrap of paper in 
Washington" on UFOs? 

Were vital records destroyed to keep the tests 
secre t? Why? 

The air of secrecy provides fuel to those 
UFO iogists who charge that the government has 
secretly been in contact with space al iens all alon g, 
and that the public isn't bei ng to ld for fear of wide­
spread panic. If that's what's happen ing, maybe ou r 
leaders underestimate the toughness and resiliency 
of the strongest asse t we have- the ord inary 
Ame rican. . 

At the beginn ing of th is report, I made clear the 
li mitations, the gaps, the doubts which persist unti l 
and unless solid ~nformation beco mes pub lic. These 
d isclaimers are particularly important at a t ime when 
others in the UFO field are publishing sensational 
sto ries which appear to have little basis in fact . Even 
after hearing that the captured saucer is in storage 
today at Nellis, I knew there would be no way to fill 
in the gaps or ease the doubts . The "case" I've made 
here, the case for the Air Force flight-testing a cap­
tured saucer, is probably the strongest to be publish­
ed yet-but it remains weak enough t~at, after 
months of probing and prowling, I'm only 90 per 
cent sure I believe it myself . . 

It begins, and ends, the only way it cou_ld 
have-with a guard turning me away from a ware-

- -house at Nellis. Was I that close, after all, to undeni­
able evidence that man ·has received visits from the 

. stars? • • ••• • 
The reader; as I said up front, will judge. 0 
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WA KER Youarenodoubtaware·of the lntervlewC.W.f'itch • .· • • ·· .: :·:·· ·< .. ·.· .. : .. •.• .... .- .·,..:. .. ·,: .. :·.·.:·°;-:-. 
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l.~.::_:f.l. .t,:.·~.-~:~,._·.:, .•• ~,.,.:_t·:,_~,~.;'.,'.'..,;,_:,.-._' 

::::::::·::::::;:;:-:::<::::::> \:)?/<:>:-: .• ·:::::.:-:::-:;:- • :;, 

~ij'3rth8rd6w1{ thlsarti'J1;a,sdstatas thata n F~94. : • • . . _,·. : ·. 
i flghter pilot sent out • ... • .. _ ~ / :~ 
~~o inte.rcept the Uft-Os llyjng over Washington, o ,c , .,, ·••~ 
~ln the summer of 1952 C • ,.,,,., ._-.,,. ,.,. // . t :~ 
iY'aS asked to check out a. brash report in the Virginia : j! 
Wdewater area, _ _-.,·., .... , · ;:. .::::::_ ... ,. :,,,:i,: ... '·' .,.::.,·':: ./- ·::/i .,,, •. , -·~ 
J tie(e the pilot SAW 8 aau&ir $hap&a ~r~f(wtilch.had : ;-;( i1i ~ 
~~urrowM lrito a mud • < < / > ·.. .. < ·_ W-

tflat. Before helicopters arrived t6 retrie.S,ethis ·•, ' '· • -~ 
It rashed flying s~µcer; • / > ·_ · :_ ,. : -·.·., : :,.,_ , ,,, 1 
f• rtothor s•ucer Was s .Otto~ ~• rad11(~tthO cr .. h ""• ·• ••~j~ 

:rrnrrrrrtiii:til?:::=::·=::-=. 
'.r.1tcnt$inttn • interview.: i~~t~iifoWfitiWJti•f:eijafhtfl 

~E!fft]i!~:~i::::!&' 
r~tJI!II,\ 
web $lte ar4;-ngt liktliJyJtijifij@.~tf~:OQ t:!iL 
:does .. · ·.•. · ··-· 

ibras -

'I 
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> Bui tt~n giving CSETI a rather lat(}~ heaping of . 
~tt. even Hynek had . , ., 

wyHiwy //~/http://moil.altn.viwta.com/maiVmHg?id-2 17 

~ trouble witti mm eVKlence. When $hown the Carman .. /.u. r.JI 
·film of impressive .,, r-J 

3 of S 

~ NLs, he tated, on camera, »It's certait1fy the be!»t 
ffltn 01 nocturnal 
> lights I've ever seeh." He couldn't possibly comment 
<Jn their 
> scientific itnpl'.>rtance or their reality, baeause 
the film doesn't lend 
> itself to that kind of interpretation. 

l ul1derst.and that NRC astronomer Dr. la:n Halliday, 
an otMous expert on 
lights in the night time sky (meteors, stars, etc,) •· 
iand close associate l'.>f • 
Or. PetlM' Millman. another astro.nomer and one time 
'be.ad of Canada's UFO ., •• 
;.:Project Magnet, was involved in the investigation 
,'<>1 the Carman UFO .. 
,,:sightings too. w ~re Ian and Peter also in awe about • 
'these nocturnal 
)lghl.s as their U.S. astronomer colleague Dr. Allen 
ftl-ynek or were their 
]profr:ss1onal ..,iews different? I would be very interested 
Ito know. 

!~ srup> 
:-;:•··. 
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. > Agreed. Steiman·s credl:bitify is ·p:retfy:. loW on lfu!:l' . _. ·," . .. . :· •• .. •. ,: :· ..• • •. :·. • .. : • . ·,.--· ·,. ··';·:-•.\;., • •·. • :"·.- > 

~i~;~~~t~it;i~::::iit; 
~ research that he has · ·.: · • .. : .·· ·_' · • :· -~.· •• .... ·_.·_ •. : .-_.- .-. • ... • -·--.-..... -.·-·-·-:•·-· lift 
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